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Introduction

Key features

¢ Wide choice of units
¢ Coursawork in the Advanced Subsidiary (AS)

¢ Coursework titles may be based upon units being studied for the AS or based
upon other relevant AS Religious Studies units

¢ Coursework titles may be chosen from alist provided by Edexcel or chosen
by student/centre (and approved by Edexcel)

¢ Separate specialist units available in Philosophy of Religion and Religious
Ethics

¢ A2 units build on and develop themes introduced in the corresponding AS
unit

¢ Range of support materials and INSET available

The subject content of this specification is set out by unit (Units 1 to 12). Thiswill form the
basis of a centre’ s teaching and learning programme. There is an assessment for each unit,
consisting either of an examination (Units 2 to 12) or internally marked and externally
moderated coursework (Unit 1).
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Summary of scheme of assessment

The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) consists of three units:

e one compulsory unit assessed by written coursework which isinternally marked and
externally moderated; and

e two units (chosen from five) assessed by written examinations with atotal examination time
of 3 hours.

The A2 consists of afurther three units:
e one compulsory unit assessed by awritten synoptic examination of 1% hours; and

e two units (chosen from five) assessed by written examinations with atotal examination time
of 3 hours.

Availability of units

Unit Leve Unit title Unit code

Unit 1 AS Coursework 6771
1a Philosophy of Religion 6771/01
1b Old Testament 6771/02
1c Religious Ethics 6771/03
1d New Testament 6771/04
le Christianity 6771/05
1f World Religions 6771/06

Unit 2 AS Philosophy of Religion 6772

Unit 3 AS Old Testament/Jewish Bible or Religious 6773

Ethics

Unit 4 AS New Testament 6774

Unit 5 AS Chrigtianity 6775

Unit 6 AS World Religions 6776

Unit 7 A2 Philosophy of Religion 6777

Unit 8 A2 Old Testament/Jewish Bible or Religious 6778

Ethics

Unit 9 A2 New Testament 6779

Unit 10 A2 Christianity 6780

Unit 11 A2 World Religions 6781

Unit 12 A2 Synoptic: Issuesin Religion 6782

Examinationsin all units will be available each year in the summer series only.
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Summary of the specification content

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) units

These units (Units 1-6) constitute 50% of full Advanced GCE

Unit | Unit detail Assessment % contribution | Assessment
to full objectives
Advanced GCE
1 Coursework 2000-2500 16.6% A01
: - words internally
la Philosophy of Religion marked and A02
1b Old Testament externally
1c Religious Ethics moder ated
1d New Testament
le Chrigianity
1f World Religions
Plustwo from the following units:
Unit | Unit detail Assessment % contribution | Assessment
to full objectives
Advanced GCE
2 Philosophy of Religion Examination 16.6% A0l
lhr 30 A02
3 Old Testament/Jewish Bible OR Examination 16.6% A01
Religious Ethics: 1hr 30 AO2
One of:
3a Old Testament/Jewish Bible
3b Religious Ethics
4 New Testament: Examination 16.6% A0l
Oneof: 1lhr 30 AO02

4b The Fourth Gospel

Actsand 1 Corinthians

4a The Gospd according to Luke

4c The early Church asreflected in
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Unit

Unit detail

Assessment

% contribution
to full
Advanced GCE

Assessment
objectives

Chridtianity:
Oneof:

5a Church History & Christian
Thought: The Reformation

Option A: England
Option B: Europe

5b Church History & Christian
Thought: The Nineteenth Century
to the Present Day

Option A: Christian Thought and
Developmentsin Europe

Option B: Christian Thought and
Liberation Theology

5c¢ Christian Bdlief and Practice

Examination
1hr 30

16.6%

A01
A02

World Religions:
One of:

6a Buddhism
6b Hinduism
6c Islam

6d Judaism

Examination
1hr 30

16.6%

AO01
A02
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A2 units

These units (Units 7-12) constitute 50% of full Advanced GCE

Two from the following units:

Unit | Unit detail

Assessment

% contribution
to full
Advanced GCE

Assessment
objectives

7 Philosophy of Religion

Examination
1hr 30

15%

A01
A02

8 Old Testament/Jewish Bible OR
Religious Ethics:

One of;
8a |d Testament/Jewish Bible
8b Religious Ethics

Examination
1hr 30

15%

AO01
A02

9 New Testament:

One of:

9a The Gospel according to Luke
9b The Fourth Gospel

9¢c Theearly Church asreflected in
Acts, 1 Corinthians and Romans
13

Examination
1hr 30

15%

AO01
A02

10 Christianity:
One of;

10aChurch History & Christian
Thought: The Reformation

Option A: England
Option B: Europe

10b Church History & Christian
Thought: The Nineteenth Century
to the Present Day

Option A: Christian Thought and
Developmentsin Europe

Option B: Christian Thought and
Liberation Theology

10c Christian Belief and Practice

Examination
1hr 30

15%

A0l
A02

11 World Religions:
One of:
11aBuddhism
11bHinduism
1liclslam
11dJudaism

Examination
1hr 30

15%

A01
A02
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Plus:

12 Synoptic: Issuesin Religion Examination 20% A0l
lhr 30 A02
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Specification overview

Rationale

This Advanced GCE in Religious Studies draws its unit content from arange of different
religions and beliefs and from a philosophical and ethical approach to religion. It is designed to
develop an interest in and enthusiasm for arigorous study of religion. The study of religion
through this Advanced GCE requires students to demonstrate a breadth and depth of knowledge
about those areas studied, as well as to make connections, integrate ideas and devel op concepts.

In supporting the devel opment of these areas, the specification also makes a significant
contribution to enhancing the spiritua, moral, social and cultural education of students.
Additionally it supports the development of arange of key skills that will be of value to students
as they progress through their programme and as they progress to either work or further studies.

Subject criteria

This specification is based on the Subject Criteriafor Religious Studies published by the QCA
and is mandatory for all awarding bodies.

Aims

The AS and A2 specificationsin Religious Studies encourage students to:
e develop aninterest in and enthusiasm for arigorous study of religion

e treat the subject as an academic discipline by developing knowledge and understanding
appropriate to a specialist study of religion

e usean enquiring, critical and empathetic approach to the study of religion.

Assessment objectives

Assessment obj ectives Weighting %
Students should be ableto: AS A2 Advanced
GCE
AO1l Select and demonstrate clearly relevant knowledge and 70 60 65

understanding through the use of evidence, examples and correct
language and terminology appropriate to the course of study.

In addition, Advanced GCE students should demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of the connections between
different elements of their course of study.

AO2 Sustain acritical line of argument and justify a point of view. 30 40 35

In addition Advanced GCE students should relate elements of
their course of study to their broader context and to specified
aspects of human experience.

In each ASYA2 unit the assessment objectives will have the weightings given above.
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Knowledge, understanding and skills

This AS specification requires students to study one or more religions across one or more aress,
acquire avariety of knowledge and understanding, and develop a variety of skills.

e Studentsare required to study one or more religions across one or more of the following
areas

Textual Studies

Theological Studies

History of Religious Tradition(s)
Religious Ethics

Religious Practice

Philosophy of Religion.

This specification allows students to study a combination of two distinct areas, or adopt an
interdisciplinary approach, which combines a variety of areas of study. The AS qualification is
divided into three units of assessment, each with an assessment weighting of 16.6%.

e Students are required to acquire knowledge and understanding of

the key concepts within the chosen area(s) of study (eg religious beliefs, teachings,
doctrines, principles, ideas, and theories) and how these are expressed in texts, writings
and/or practices

the contribution of significant people, traditions or movements to the area(s) studied
religious language and terminol ogy
maj or issues and questions arising from the chosen area(s) of study

the relationship between the chosen area(s) of study and other specified aspects of
human experience.

e Students are required to develop the following skills

recall, select and deploy specified knowledge
identify, investigate and analyse questions and issues arising from the course of study
use appropriate language and terminology in context

interpret and eval uate religious concepts, issues, ideas, the relevance of arguments and
the views of scholars

communicate, using reasoned arguments substantiated by evidence

make connections between the area(s) of study chosen and other specified aspects of
human experience.

In addition, this Advanced GCE specification requires students to demonstrate a wider range
and greater depth of knowledge and understanding, a greater maturity of thought and expression
and more fully developed analytical skills, in afurther three units of assessment (A2) each with
an assessment weighting in the range 15-20%.
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This Advanced GCE has been designed so that students are able to follow an area of study
through from ASto A2. Therefore, in order to ensure that students have a coherent programme
of study, it is expected that they will study unitsin their A2 that correspond to the units studied
intheir AS programme.

Some students will, however, wish to follow a more wide-ranging programme and in their A2
studies follow a new range of units.

If students choose an A2 unit which does NOT correspond to the units studied in their AS
programme, centres and students are responsible for ensuring that any additional study is
undertaken to ensure that students' knowledge, understanding and skills are at the level required
for astudy of the A2 unit.

Key skills

The AS and A2 specifications in Religious Studies provide opportunities for developing and
generating evidence for assessing the Key skillslisted below. This specification identifies
devel opment and assessment opportunities that will arise out of the teaching of Religious
Studies.

e communication

information technology

improving own learning and performance

working with others

problem solving.

Quality of written communication

The key skill of communication (written) contributes to the assessment of the specification and
will be assessed through both assessment objectives. Students will be required to:

e select and use aform and style of writing that is appropriate to purpose and complex subject
matter

e organiserelevant information clearly and coherently, using specialist vocabulary when
appropriate

e ensuretextislegible and spelling, grammar and punctuation are accurate, so that meaning is
clear.

Prior learning and progression

The specification provides, through either a one year or two year programme of study, a
balanced religious education that builds on, but is not dependent on, prior knowledge of the
subject at GCSE level.

Students completing this Advanced GCE will have accessto arange of career and higher
education opportunities. This GCE will develop a student’s skills of research, interpretation and
critical thinking as well as providing opportunities for students to develop their key skills. These
skillsare al recognised and valued by employers and higher education.

UA006797 — Specification — Edexcel AS/A GCE in Religious Studies — Issue 4 — August 2004 9



Spiritual, moral, ethical, social and cultural

This specification contributes to an understanding of spiritual and ethical issues through all
units. Additionally, the specification contributes to an understanding of social and moral issues.
For example, the study of conscience and freedom (Unit 3), socid justice (Unit 3), marriage and
the family (Units 5, 6 and 9), authority, justice, law and punishment (Unit 8). Cultural issues are
explored through the study of the beliefs of different religions (for example Units 3-6 and
8-11).

European dimension

The European dimension is addressed where appropriate, for example through the study of
Chrigtianity in Europe (Units 5 and 10).

Forbidden combinations

Students entering for this specification may not, in the same series of examinations, enter for
any other specification with the title Religious Studies.

Students with particular requirements

Regulations and guidance relating to students with particular requirements are published
annualy by the Joint Council for Genera Qualifications and are circulated to Examinations
Officers. Further copies of guidance documentation may be obtained by calling Edexcel’s
Customer Services on 0870 240 9800 or by writing to the address below.

In accordance with the published guidelines, Edexcel is happy to assess whether special
consideration or concession can be made for students with particular requirements. Regquests
should be addressed to Special Requirements at Edexcel.
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Scheme of assessment

The relationship between the Advanced Subsidiary (AS)
and A2

The AS and A2 each constitute 50% of the total assessment of the Advanced GCE in Religious
Studies. It is expected that the AS units will normally be assessed at the end of the first year of a
two year course. Separate certification for AS will be available for those who do not go on to
take the full Advanced GCE.

Examinationsin all units are available each year in summer. Examinations will be availablein
the summer series only.

Re-sit rules

Thereis no restriction on the number of times a unit may be attempted prior to claiming
certification for the qualification. The best available result for each unit will count towards the
final grade.

Results of unitswill be held in Edexcel’ s unit bank for as many years as this specification
remains available. Once the AS or Advanced level qualification has been certificated, all unit
results are deemed to be used up. These results cannot be used again towards a further award of
the same qualification at the same level.

Rules of combination

To achieve the AS in Religious Studies students take:

e the compulsory coursework unit (Unit 1), plus

e two other units chosen from the remaining five units availablein the AS.
To achieve the A2 in Religious Studies students take:

e the compulsory synoptic unit (Unit 12), plus

e two other units chosen from the remaining five units available in the A2.

Some units are subdivided into separate sections. Where this occurs students are required to be
assessed on one section only.

Synoptic assessment

Synoptic assessment assesses the students' knowledge and understanding of the connections
between elements of the area(s) of study selected. It involves the explicit drawing together of
knowledge, understanding and skills learned in different elements of the Advanced GCE course.
It also contributes to the assessment of the skill of relating such connections to specified aspects
of human experience.

The synoptic assessment of this specification is based within Unit 12: Issuesin Religion. The
synoptic assessment has a weighting of 20%.
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Language of assessment

Assessment of this specification will be available in English only. Assessment materials will be
published in English only and al written work submitted for examination must be produced in
English.

AS and A2 assessment

The ‘trigger’ words set out in the grid below differentiate between AS and A2, and between the
assessment objectives AO1 and AO2. Each ‘trigger’ word or phrase normally appliesto only
one assessment objective at AS or A2. All examination questions require the testing of AO1 and
AQO2. In some questions at A2, however, the ‘trigger’ wordsin AO2 will incorporate the
demands of AOL because the wording of the question requires attention to relevant knowledge
and understanding.

AS A2
AO1 Describe Analyse
Examine Clarify
Identify Compare and contrast
Outline Differentiate
Select Distinguish between
What Define
How Examine
[lustrate Explain
For what reasons Comment critically

Give an account of

In what ways
AO2 Comment on Assess
Consider Why
How far Consider critically
To what extent Criticise
Why Discuss
Evaluate
Interpret
Justify

To what extent

Awarding and reporting

The grading, awarding and certification of this specification will comply with the requirements
of the GCE Code of Practice for courses from September 2002.
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Specification content

Advanced Subsidiary (AS)

Unit 1: Coursework

Thisunit will be assessed by one piece of coursework with arecommended length of
2000-2500 words. Thiswill be internally marked and externally moderated. Students should
spend approximately 33% of their AS learning time on this component. See page 42 for details
of the coursework unit.

Unit 2: Philosophy of Religion

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

A study of philosophical argumentsfor the existence of God:

e Design — key ideas, strengths and weaknesses

e Cosmological — key idesas, strengths and weaknesses

e Religious and scientific interpretations of the origins of the universe.
A study of the problem of evil and suffering:

e Typesof evil

e The problem of evil and suffering in relation to beliefs about the nature of God
e Augustinian, Irenaean and Process theodicies.

A study of philosophical debates about miracles:

e Concepts of miracle

e Reasonsto believein miracles

e Philosophica problems with reference to Hume.

Unit 3: The Old Testament/Jewish Bible OR Religious Ethics
Students should study EITHER Section 3a OR Section 3b.

Section 3a: The Old Testament/Jewish Bible

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section looks at the history of the Hebrew people and the development of the Hebrew
religion. Students will be expected to have a knowledge and understanding of the religious,
cultural, social and political environment of the Hebrew people from the time of the Patriarchs
to the monarchy under Saul, together with an awareness of the views of relevant scholars.
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Key Concepts

e Covenant — the Hebrews' understanding of the notion of covenant and the significance of
covenant for the Hebrews' understanding of their relationship with God and their identity as
adistinctive people.

e Law — theorigins, forms and functions of Hebrew Law and the relationship of Hebrew
Law to other law codes of the Ancient Near East. The importance of the Law in the Hebrew
religion.

e Monarchy — reasons for and the warnings against the establishment of the Hebrew
Monarchy, the influence of neighbouring cultures, and the role of the monarch.

Key People and Events

e Thelife of Abraham (Genesis chapters 12 v.1- chapter 25 v.11).

e Mosesand the Law (Exodus chapters 1-4, 11-14, 19-20, 24, 32-34).
e Samud and the Monarchy (1 Samuel chapters 8-15).

Section 3b: Religious Ethics
Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

The examination associated with Religious Ethicswill require studentsto demonstrate
knowledge and under standing of the ethical topic identified from areligious per spective.

A study of therelationship between religion and mor ality:

e Reasonsfor and against the view that morality derives from religion

e Reasonsfor and againgt the view that morality is independent of religion.
A study of ethical theories:

e Utilitarianism

e Situation ethics.

A study of applied ethics:

e Conscience and freedom

e Sexud ethics

e War and peace.

Unit 4: The New Testament
Students should study Section 4a OR Section 4b OR Section 4c.

Section 4a: The Gospel according to Luke
Students must answer TWO questions from a choice of FIVE.

Background Themes

This section looks at the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, according to the Gospel of Luke.
Students must study chapters 1-21. Material from chapters 22—-24 will NOT be examined.

Students will also be expected to have a knowledge and understanding of the religious, cultural,
socia and historical background to the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, together with an
awareness of the views of relevant scholars. Centres are advised that this section isrelated to A2
Unit 10, Section 10a, and materia specified in that unit will not be examined in detail in this
section.
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Key Concepts

e Theauthorship and date of the Gospel. The views of scholars and other evidence.

e Therelationship of Jesusto the disciples and the nature and demands of discipleship.
e Thework and importance of John the Baptist.

Key People and Events

e Birth and Infancy Narratives (chapters 1-2)

e Journey Narratives (3—21) with particular reference to Jesus' miracles and for histeaching
on:

— women
— outcasts
— wedlth

— forgiveness.
Section 4b: The Fourth Gospel

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section looks at the life and teaching of Jesus Christ according to the Fourth Gospel.
Students must study chapters 1-17. Material from chapters 18-21 will NOT be examined.
Students will also be expected to have a knowledge and understanding of the religious, cultural,
socia and historical background to the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, together with an
awareness of the views of relevant scholars. Centres are advised that this section isrelated to A2
Unit 10, Section 10b, and material specified in that section will not be examined in detail in this
section.

Key Concepts

e Theauthorship and date of the Fourth Gospel. The view of scholars and other evidence.
e Therelationship of Jesusto the disciples and the nature and demands of discipleship.

e Thework and importance of the Holy Spirit.

Key Themes

e Jesus teaching concerning women — including the woman caught in adultery

e Jesus public ministry (chapters 1-12) — with particular reference to Jesus' miracles and
his teachings concerning himself. The ‘| am’ sayings.

Section 4c: The early Church as reflected in Acts and 1 Corinthians

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section examines the growth of the early Church and its subsequent ministry as depicted in
Acts. Students must study the text and also have a knowledge and understanding of the
religious, cultural, socia and historical setting of the early Church, together with an awareness
of the views of relevant scholars.

Centres are advised that the emphasis will be on the early Church in Jerusalem and the work of
Peter. Paul's missionary journeys will not be examined.
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Centres are also advised that this section isrelated to A2 Unit 9, Section 9¢c and materia
specified in that section will not be examined in this section.

Key Concepts

e Theauthorship and date of Actsand 1 Corinthians. The views of scholars and other
evidence.

e The organisation of the early Church in Jerusalem. The role of apostles and deacons.
e Worshipinthe early Church.

Key Themes

e Therole of Peter and the Holy Spirit in the devel opment of the early Church.

e The Council of Jerusalem.

e Relations between the early Church and the religious and political authorities.

Unit 5: Christianity
Students should study Section 5a OR Section 5b OR Section 5c.
Section 5a: Church History and Christian Thought: The Reformation

Students should study EITHER Option A OR Option B.

Five questions will be set on each option and students will be required to attempt TWO
guestions from ONE option.

Option A: England
Key eventsin the development of the Reformation up to 1603:

e Theorigin of the Reformation in England — evidence concerning the state of the Churchin
England at the beginning of the sixteenth century; evidence of developmentsin religious
thought in England; the place of religion in the reformation of Henry VII1.

e Theimpact of thereigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary | and Elizabeth | on the
development of the Reformation — Henry VI11: the divorce, roya supremacy, the break
with Rome, the dissolution of the monasteries, John Fisher, Sir Thomas More; Edward V1:
Edwardian Reformation, Book of Common Prayer 1549 and 1552, the beliefs and practices
of the Church in England; Mary I: re-establishment of Catholicism; Elizabeth I: the
Elizabethan Settlement, the position of Puritans and Roman Catholics — Matthew Parker,
John Jewel, Richard Hooker.

e Theimpact of the period on the Roman Catholic Church in England — the break with
Rome, dissolution of the monasteries, re-establishment of Catholicism under Mary 1, the
position and influence of Roman Catholicsin England during the reign of Elizabeth I, threat
to the Elizabethan Settlement, missionary priests and Jesuits.

e Thedevelopment of non-conformity and sectarianism in this period — Conformist,
Presbyterian and Separatist, distinctive beliefs and practices, influence on the Church of
England in this period, threat to the Elizabethan Settlement.

e Theministry and organisation of the Christian Churches in England — Church of England,
non-conformist and sectarian, Roman Catholic.
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Key People
e A study of the contribution made by Thomas Cranmer to the development of Christian

belief and practice — his influence on the devel opment of the Reformation in England, the

Books of Common Prayer, influences on the work of Cranmer.

Option B: Europe
Key eventsin the development of the Reformation in Europe up to 1531.:

e Theoriginsof and the reasons for the Reformation in Europe — evidence concerning the

state of the Church in Europe at the end of the fifteenth century and beginning of the
sixteenth century, evidence of developmentsin religious thought in Europe, Devotio

Moderna, the Brethren of the Common Life, socia and cultural factors contributing to the

development of the Reformation.
e Thedevelopment of the Protestant Reformation — in Germany and Switzerland.
Key People

A study of the contribution made by the following to the devel opment of Christian thought and

practice:

e Desiderius Erasmus and Christian Humanism— North European Humanism, Ad Fontes,
influence of Christian Humanism on the devel opment of the Reformation, the teaching of

Erasmus concerning the reform of the Church and Biblical scholarship, the influence of
Erasmus on the development of the Reformation.

e Martin Luther — the revolt against the Roman Catholic Church, teachings, justification by

faith and salvation, the Bible and tradition, the sacraments and the Eucharist, the Church
and the ministry.

e Huldreich Zwingli — the development of the Reformation in Zurich, teachings: God,
Christ, the Church, the Eucharist.

Section 5b: Church History and Christian Thought: The Nineteenth Century

to the Present Day

Students should study EITHER Option A OR Option B.

Five questions will be set on each option and students will be required to attempt TWO
questions from ONE option.

Option A: Christian Thought and Developmentsin Europe
Key Themes

e The causes, hature and consequences of persecution of the Christian Churchesin Germany

in the 1930s and 1940s — the conflict between Nazi ideology and Christian belief and

practice, actions taken against the Churches by the Nazi government, the response of the

Churches and the reasons for that response, examples of the response of individuals, the
German Christians.

e The causes, nature and consequences of persecution of the Christian Churchesin Russia and
Eastern Europe from 1917 — the conflict between Communist ideology and Christian belief

and practice, actions taken against the Churches by the Communist governments, the
response of the Churches and the reasons for that response, examples of the response of
individuals, the role of the Church in the overthrow of Communism.
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Key People
e Dietrich Bonhoeffer:

— hiswork in reaction to the persecution by the Nazis

— histeaching about the Church, the nature of grace and discipleship.
A study of religious developmentsin England in thisperiod:

e Theteachings and actions of the Church of England on social justice during this period —
the teaching and work of the Tractarians, the Christian Socialists and the Evangelicals,
‘Christianity and Industrial Problems’, COPEC, William Temple, ‘ Faith in the City’, Britain
Today and Tomorrow, the work of Christians towards social justice in the nineteenth to
twenty-first centuries.

e Theinfluence of the Church of England, the Roman Catholic Church and the Free Churches
on public life— repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, Emancipation Act, examples of
the involvement of the Churchesin political and social matters, an understanding of the
differing ways in which the different Christian Churches were perceived in society.

A study of the contribution made by William Temple to the development of Christian
belief and practice — Temple's concern with socia and political issues, COPEC, Christianity
and Socia Order, Men Without Work, preparation of the Education Act 1944, teaching about
the incarnation, sin, society.

Option B: Christian Thought and Liberation Theology
Key Themes

e The causes, nature and consequences of persecution of the Christian Churchesin Germany
in the 1930s and 1940s — the conflict between Nazi ideology and Christian belief and
practice, actions taken against the Churches by the Nazi government, the response of the
Churches and the reasons for that response, examples of the response of individuas, the
German Christians.

e The causes, nature and consequences of persecution of the Christian Churchesin Russia and
Eastern Europe from 1917 — the conflict between Communist ideology and Christian belief
and practice, actions taken against the Churches by the Communist governments, the
response of the Churches and the reasons for that response, examples of the response of
individuals, the role of the Church in the overthrow of Communism.

Key People
e Dietrich Bonhoeffer
— hiswork in reaction to the persecution by the Nazis
— histeaching about the Church, the nature of grace and discipleship.

A study of the general context, emergence and key ideas of Liberation Theology in Latin
America— poverty, oppression, the Church’ s teachings on justice and peace in the 1950s and
1960s, social teachings of Vatican |1, political theology, Marxism, base communities, a‘new
way of doing theology’, praxis, the ‘ option for the poor’.

A study of the key ideas of and the contribution to Christian belief and practice made by:

e Jose Miguez Bonino — use of Marxist analysis, history as the scene of God'’ s action, praxis
of obedience, ‘ option for the poor’

e Gustavo Gutiérrez — option for the poor, contextual theology, theology as critical reflection
on praxis, understanding of salvation.

18 UA006797 — Specification — Edexcel AS/A GCE in Religious Studies — Issue 4 — August 2004



Section 5c¢: Christian Belief and Practice

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

A study of the nature of and reasonsfor Christian beliefs about God:

e A personal God — analogy, attributes, prayer

e Omnipotence — definition of omnipotence, absolute and ordained power

e A suffering God/death of God — impassability, Luther theology of the cross, twentieth and
twenty-first century teaching about the suffering God

e God as creator, his presencein the world — Biblical teaching, non-Biblical teaching,
implications of the teaching about creation

e The ongoing debate with science — considerations of the implications of the findings of
biological and physical science.

A study of key Christian beliefs about the person of Jesus:
e Thedebate in the early Church about the person of Christ
e Thequest for the Historical Jesus, the New Quest, the Third Quest.

A study of the nature and purposes of Christian wor ship with special referenceto baptism
and the Eucharist:

e Thediffering practices of the Churches
e Thediffering teachings of the Churches concerning baptism and the Eucharist
A study of the nature of and reasonsfor Christian teachings on the following topics:

e Sexua conduct — sexual relationships outside marriage, contraception, homosexuality,
Chrigtian response to the challenges presented by modern society

e Marriage and the family — marriage, divorce, rights and responsibilities within the family,
Christian response to the challenges presented by modern society

e Theuse of money — poverty as avoluntary condition, as a social problem, the option for
the poor of Latin American Liberation Theology, Christian response to the challenges
presented by modern society

Unit 6: World Religions
Students should study Section 6a OR Section 6b OR Section 6¢c OR Section 6d.
Section 6a: Buddhism

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background

A study of Gautama:

e Historical, religious and socia context; influence on Gautama

e Hislifeand work; significance for Buddhists.
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Key Concepts

A study of key concepts and emphases:

e Thethree refuges, meaning and significance

e Typesand purposes of meditation, their context and application

e The Sanghain Theravada Buddhism, organisation, relationship with laity.
Buddhist Ethics

A study of Buddhist ethics:

e Eight-fold path including the five precepts, context and distinctive emphases
e Karma, meaning and significance

e Family lifeand social justice, distinctive emphases and application.
Section 6b: Hinduism

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

Background

A study of the background of emergence of Hinduism:

e IndusValley culture and Aryan influence, evidence and distinctive features
e Vedic beliefs and practices, distinctive emphases.

Key Concepts

A study of key concepts and emphases:

o Beliefsand practices of Yoga, types, key teachings and their application

o Beliefsand practices associated with Krishna, Rama and Siva, distinctive emphases and
significance for devotees.

Hindu Ethics

A study of Hindu ethics:

e Caste system, key teachings and their application
e Karma, meaning and significance

e Family lifeand socia justice, distinctive emphases and application.
Section 6¢: Islam

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

Background

A study of the background and emer gence of Idlam:

e Pre-Islamic Arabia, historicd, religious and social context, influence on Muhammad.

e Thelife and work of Muhammad, significance for Muslims.
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Key Concepts
A study of thekey concepts and emphases:

e Thefivepillars and six beliefs, meaning and significance for belief and practice.

Islamic Ethics
A study of Idamic ethics:
e Jihad, meaning and significance

e Family lifeand socia justice, distinctive emphases and application.
Section 6d: Judaism

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

Background

A study of thegrowth of Judaism:

e Rashi and his school, historical and religious context, key teachings

e Judah Halevi, historical and religious context, key teachings

e Moses Mamonides, historical and religious context, key teachings.

Key Concepts

A study of the key concepts and emphases:

Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, Liberal, distinctive teachings and practices.
Jewish Ethics

A study of Jewish ethics:

e Principles based on the Tenakh, key ethica teachings and their application

e Family lifeand socia justice, distinctive emphases and application.
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A2

Unit 7: Philosophy of Religion

This unit has been designed to build on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in
Unit 2: Philosophy of Religion. It isthe responsibility of the centre and students to ensure that
students who have not studied this AS unit have the necessary knowledge, understanding and
skillsto start an effective study of this A2 unit.

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

A study of philosophical argumentsfor the existence of God:

Religious experience — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses

Ontological — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses

Concepts of proof and probability

Non-existence of God and critiques of religious belief.
A study of beliefs about life after death:

e Arguments for and against belief in life after death
e Reincarnation

e Rebirth

e Resurrection

e Immortality of the soul.

A study of religious language:

e Analogy

e Language games

e Myth and symbol

e Veification and falsification debates.
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Unit 8: Old Testament/Jewish Bible OR Religious Ethics

This unit has been designed to build on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in
Unit 3: The Old Testament /Jewish Bible OR Religious Ethics. It is the responsibility of the
centre and students to ensure that students who have not studied this AS unit have the necessary
knowledge, understanding and skills to start an effective study of this A2 unit.

Students should study either Section 8a or Section 8b.
Section 8a: The Old Testament/Jewish Bible

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section looks at the history of the Hebrew people and the development of the Hebrew
religion. Students will be expected to have knowledge and understanding of the religious,
cultural, social and palitical environment of the Hebrew people from the time of Solomon to the
Exile, together with an awareness of the views of scholars.

Key Concepts

e Prophecy — The nature and importance of prophecy in the Hebrew religion. The forms and
functions of prophecy in the Hebrew religion and the Hebrew and foreign influences on the
development of Hebrew prophecy.

e Thenature of God and the relationship between God and the Hebrew people with particular
regard to the concepts of mercy, justice, righteousness and kingship.

Key People and Events

e Thereign of King Solomon (1 Kings chapters 1-11) — His successes and failures. His
relationship with God. The importance of the reign of Solomon on the development of the
Hebrew people and religion.

e Hosea (chapters 1-14) — The setting for his teachings. His teachings on God' s judgement
of Israel. The example of his personal life. Reconciliation and a new relationship with God.

e Amos (chapters 1-9) — The setting for histeachings. His teachings on moral and social
righteousness, the importance of the nature of God and the Hebrews' relationship with God.

e Jeremiah (chapters 29-31) — The setting for this teaching. The new covenant and the
restoration of Israel.

Section 8b: Religious Ethics

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.

The examination associated with Religious Ethicswill require studentsto demonstrate
knowledge and under standing of the ethical topic identified from areligious per spective.

A study of therelationship between religion and mor ality:
e Mora argument for the existence of God — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses

e Critiques of links between religion and morality.
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A study of ethical theories:

e Deontology — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses

e Emotivism — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses

e Intuitionism — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses

e Natural moral law — key concepts, strengths and weaknesses.

A study of ethical language:

Meaning and definition of ethical terms with reference to ‘is-ought’ and debates about ‘ good'.
A study of conceptsin moral discourse and applied ethics:

e Objectivity, relativism, subjectivism

e Authority, justice, law and punishment.

Unit 9: The New Testament

This unit has been designed to build on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in
Unit 4: The New Testament. It is the responsibility of the centre and students to ensure that
students who have not studied this AS unit have the necessary knowledge, understanding and
skillsto start an effective study of this A2 unit.

Students should study either Section 9a OR Section 9b OR Section 9c.
Section 9a: The Gospel according to Luke

Students must answer TWO questions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section looks at the life, death and teachings of Jesus Christ according to the Gospel of
Luke. Students must study the text in full and are expected to have a knowledge and
understanding of thereligious, cultural, social and historical background, together with an
awareness of the views of relevant scholars. Centres are advised that this section isrelated to AS
Unit 4, Section 4a and material specifically mentioned in that section will not be examined in
this section.

Key Concepts
e The purpose(s) and characteristics of the Gospel.
e Jesus teaching on:
— TheKingdom of God
— Salvation
— Prayer and the Sabbath
— Eschatology.
Key Themes
e Jesus relations with the religious and political authorities
e ThePassion Narratives
e The Death and Resurrection of Jesus.
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Section 9b: The Fourth Gospel

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section looks at the life, teaching and death of Jesus Christ according to the Fourth Gospel.
Students must study the text in full and are expected to have a knowledge and understanding of
the religious, cultural, social and historical background, together with an awareness of the views
of relevant scholars. Centres are advised that this section is related to AS Unit 4, Section 4b and
materia specifically mentioned in that section will not be examined in this section.

Key Concepts
e The purpose(s) and characteristics of the Fourth Gospel.
e ThePrologue (chapter 1 v.1-18).
e Jesus teaching on:
— Salvation
— FEternd Life
— Eschatology.
Key Themes
e Jesus relations with the religious and political authorities.
e The Farewell Discourse.
e The Death and Resurrection of Jesus.

Section 9c: The early Church as reflected in Acts, 1 Corinthians and
Romans 13

Students must answer TWO guestions from a choice of FIVE.
Background Themes

This section examines the growth of the early Church and, in particular, the work of Paul.
Students must study the texts and are expected to have a knowledge and understanding of the
religious, socid, cultural and historical background (including the influence of Roman Power
and Hellenigtic and other religiousideas on the development of the early Church in this period),
together with an awareness of the views of relevant scholars.

Centres should note that the emphasis will be on the life and teachings of Paul.

Centres should also note that this section isrelated to AS Unit 4, Section 4c and that materid
specifically mentioned in that section will not be examined in this section.

Key Concepts
e Paul'steachings on relations with the Authorities in Romans 13.
e Paul'steachingsin 1 Corinthians on:

— Spiritual Gifts

— Resurrection

— Sexual relations and marriage

— Worship and the Lord's Supper.
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Key People and Events
e Paul'slife and work as reflected in Acts.

e Theissues concerning the early Church at Corinth asreflected in 1 Corinthians.

Unit 10: Christianity

This unit has been designed to build on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in
Unit 5: Christianity. It is the responsibility of the centre and students to ensure that students
who have not studied this AS unit have the necessary knowledge, understanding and skillsto
start an effective study of this A2 unit.

Students should study Section 10a OR Section 10b OR Section 10c.
Sectionl10a: Church History and Christian Thought: The Reformation

Students should study EITHER Option A OR Option B.

Five questions will be set on each option and students will be required to attempt TWO
guestions from ONE option.

Option A: England
Key eventsin the development of the Reformation in England from 1603 to 1702:

e A study of theinfluences on the later Reformation in England — the relationship between
the Church and State, the devel opment of scientific and philosophical thought.

e Theimpact of the reigns of James |, Charles|, Charles|l, James Il and William and Mary
on the development of the Reformation in England — James I: devel opment of
nonconformity, the status and influence of the Roman Catholic Church; Charles|: the
reform of the Church, the religious causes of the Civil War; CharlesI1: Savoy Conference,
Act of Uniformity and Prayer Book of 1662, the Clarendon Code; James I1: status and
influence of Roman Catholicism, Monmouth Rebellion, Declaration of Indulgence; William
and Mary: the non-jurors.

e Theimpact of this period on the effectiveness of the Roman Catholic Church in England —
status and influence under James | and Charles |, Bye Plot, Gunpowder Plot, status and
influence under Charles |1, Declaration of Breda, the Clarendon Code, James |1, Declaration
of Indulgence, attempt to re-establish Catholicism, re-enforcement of penal laws, William
and Mary, anti-Catholic legislation.

e Thesignificance of developmentsin non-conformity and sectarianism in this period —
Millenary Petition, Hampton Court Conference, Puritan involvement in the development of
the Civil War, Cromwell, Directory of Public Worship, Congregationalists, Baptists,
Society of Friends.

e Therelationship between Church and State — Divine Right of Kings, teaching of Laud.
Key People

A study of the contribution made by the following to the development of Christian belief and
practice:

e William Laud — reform of the Church of England
e George Fox — life and teaching, the Society of Friends, teachings and practices.

26 UA006797 — Specification — Edexcel AS/A GCE in Religious Studies — Issue 4 — August 2004




Option B: Europe

Key eventsin the development of the Eur opean Reformation from 1531 to the end of the
seventeenth century:

e Thedevelopment of the Reformation throughout Europe — France.

e Thedevelopment and significance of the Catholic and Counter Reformations — internal
reform of the Roman Catholic Church, the Council of Trent, the new orders, Catholic or
Counter Reformation.

e Thedevelopment and significance of the Radical Protestant Reformation — the
Anabaptists, teaching and practice.

Key Concepts

Key concepts in the development of the Reformation in Europe from 1531 to the end of the
seventeenth century as expressed in the changes in the ministry and organisation of the Christian
Churches (the Lutheran Church, the Calvinist Church, the Churchin Zurich).

Key People

A study of the contribution made by the following to the devel opment of Christian thought and
practice:

e John Calvin — the establishment and organisation of the Church in Geneva, the Institutes of
the Christian Religion, God, Chrigt, the Church, the sacraments and the Eucharist,
predestination.

e Ignatius Loyola and the Society of Jesus— the establishment of the Society of Jesus, the
Spiritual Exercises, the influence of the Society of Jesusin the development of the
Catholic/Counter Reformation, the work of the Society of Jesus.

e Balthasar Hubmaier and Menno Simons — influence on the development of the Radical
Reformation, teaching, God, Christ, man, the Church, baptism, the Bible, the Lord’ s Supper.

Section 10b: Church History and Christian Thought: The Nineteenth
Century to the Present Day

Students should study EITHER Option A OR Option B.

Five questions will be set on each option and students will be required to attempt TWO
questions from ONE option.

Option A: Christian Thought and Developmentsin Europe
The effect of social, political and cultural factorson Christianity in this period:

Industrialisation, urbanisation, influence of scientific thinking, awareness of other cultures,
influence of trade unions, State taking responsibility for health, education, etc.

The development and significance of the Ecumenical M ovement:

Factorsinfluencing the development of the ecumenical movement before 1910, 1910 Edinburgh
Conference, the formation of the World Council of Churches, the involvement of the Roman
Catholic and Orthodox Churches in the ecumenical movement, the work of the ecumenical
movement in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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A study of thefollowing themesin thework of Dietrich Bonhoeffer:

e Theworld come of age

¢ Religionless Christianity

e JESUS, the man for others

e Thesacred and secular.

A study of religious developmentsin the United Kingdom in this period:

e The Oxford Movement — the development of the Oxford Movement, teachings, leaders, the
effect of the Oxford Movement on the teachings of the Church of England and the Church
in Wales.

e The status and development of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Walesin this
period — Ultramontanism, leaders of the Roman Catholic Churchin Britain, Vatican I1.

e The status and development of the Free Churches in England and Wales — expansion of the
Free Churches in the nineteenth century, decline in the twentieth century, influence on
Christian thought in England and Wales.

e Thereligious situation in Northern Ireland in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries — an
understanding of the religious factors which contributed to the development of the situation
in Northern Ireland, the contribution of the Churchesto peace.

A study of the key ideas and the contribution made to Christian belief and practice by the
following:

e Karl Barth — the nature of God, the person and work of Jesus, revelation, the Bible and the
Word of God, predestination

e EITHER Hans Kiing — the nature of God, the person of Jesus, justification, infallibility, the
reform of the Roman Catholic Church, attempt to make Christianity/Catholicism accessible
in the modern world

OR Karl Rahner — transcendence, universal revelation, anonymous Christianity, a response
to modern thought and methods.

Option B: Christian Thought and Liberation Theology
The effect of social, political and cultural factorson Christianity in thisperiod:

Industrialisation, urbanisation, influence of scientific thinking, awareness of other cultures,
influence of trade unions, State taking responsibility for health, education, etc.

The development and significance of the Ecumenical M ovement:

Factors influencing the development of the ecumenica movement before 1910, 1910 Edinburgh
Conference, the formation of the World Council of Churches, the involvement of the Roman
Catholic and Orthodox Churches in the ecumenical movement, the work of the ecumenical
movement in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

A study of thefollowing themesin thework of Dietrich Bonhoeffer:
e Theworld come of age

e Religionless Christianity

e Jesus, the man for others

e The sacred and secular.
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